
 

 

 
 

“Education is our passport to the future, for tomorrow 
belongs to the people who prepare for it today.” 
                                                                    ~Malcolm X 
 

Dear Loker Community, 

It is hard to believe that we have already passed the 100th day of school! I hope that all of you 
enjoyed Thursday’s Snow Day! After a mild and quiet winter, it appears that winter has taken 
hold of our region which I am sure will enhance the recess experience for many of our students! 
We have many upcoming events such as next Monday night’s Strings Jamboree, Wednesday 
night’s Talent Show and Thursday night’s Band Fest and I am really looking forward to observing 
our many talented performers. I hope to see you at these exciting performances as well! 

 

One of our newest Loker initiatives 
during the 2016-17 school year is to 
build a new garden that would be a 
significant part of each child’s education. 
This fall, I am proud to say that our 
garden was built with eight beds that we 
plan for the students to take a 
leadership role in growing and 
maintaining. Our overarching mission is 
to help children understand key aspects 
of our environment in learning how to 
grow fruits and vegetables, comprehend 
how growing a garden supports our 
community and appreciate the importance of nutrition. According to research from the Children, 
Youth and Environments Center for Community Engagement, gardening has many important 
educational benefits for the children. First of all, as this will be a collective community project, it 
will foster students learning how to work together as a group in an experiential learning 
environment and learn the responsibility of taking care of plants. It also represents another 
opportunity for children to navigate the varied roles that a group can offer while producing a 
collective product that they can be proud of to support our school. Similarly, children who grow 
fruits and vegetables are more likely to eat them and continue to eat them long-term as they 
develop a deeper understanding of the nutritional benefits of a healthy diet. Participation in the  
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school garden also consistently results with increased science achievement and increased 
motivation about learning because of student ownership of their learning in the garden and is 
fully aligned to the Massachusetts Curriculum Science and Technology Standards. There are 
certainly other learning opportunities in mathematics, language arts, social studies and visual arts 
that can be taught around the garden as well. The students can also learn how to support people 
in need as fruits and vegetables grown in the garden can be used not only in the cafeteria for 
school lunches but also as donations to local food pantries and homeless shelters. Lastly, it 
provides an outdoor learning environment where diverse learning needs can be met and provides 
a different forum for children to thrive. 

I am pleased to announce that we will have an official “ribbon cutting” ceremony officially 
opening the new school garden on Thursday, April 27th as part of an Arbor Day Celebration. I will 
share more details about this special event as the date comes closer. Moving forward, the fifth 
grade class gift will be a tree that will be planted on campus with a plaque recognizing the 
specific class. In coordination with our student gardening leadership team, The Green Thumb 
Club, we plan to educate the students about the significance of Arbor Day, identify what the day 
represents and share the impact that planting an annual tree on the school grounds can support 
the environment by absorbing carbon dioxide and producing oxygen in addition to beautifying 
our campus. 

With our new gardening venture, we are truly hoping that the community will help sustain and 
build the momentum of this project. We are looking for families who can help us by working in 
the garden during the summer. Our hope is with the student ownership of growing fruits and 
vegetables in the garden that they will be eager to visit the garden over the summer and help 
maintain the hard work that was put in during the school year. 

I hope that you have a terrific weekend! As always, thank you for your support and please feel 
free to contact me at Brian_Jones@wayland.k12.ma.us or at (508) 358-8603 if you have any 
questions or thoughts about any aspect of Loker Elementary School. 

Sincerely, 

Brian 
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SECTION 2: 
NEWS FROM THE HEALTH ROOM 

Health Room News- February 2017 
 

 
                                                                  
 

As you may have seen in the news, we are seeing an increase in the flu and influenza-like illness 

influenza-like illness (defined by fever >100°F and cough and/or sore throat) in Massachusetts.  We are 

also seeing an increase in strep and stomach illness here at school.  If your child has any illness complaints 

in the morning, please keep them home.  It is important not only to not only keep us all healthy, but also 

to protect the immune compromised individuals in our community.  Also, please let me know if your 

student is ill, has a new medical problem or is coming to school with an injury.  I’d like to say a BIG THANK 

YOU to those who already do so!!!   If you email the teacher you could cc me as well.  It is helpful so as a 

team we can best take care of your child while they are in our care. 

Remember that good hand washing is the most effective way to prevent the spread of germs and 

infectious disease. It is important to remind your child to wash their hands before eating or touching 

food, after using the bathroom, after blowing their noses and/or coughing, after touching pets or 

animals, after playing outside, and after visiting a sick friend and/or relative. Please reinforce this practice 

at home, as parents are the best role models! 

Please be sure that your child has appropriate clothing to go outside during the winter months (coat, 

snow pants, boots, gloves, and hat).  ALL students should have a change of clothes in their backpacks in 

the event that clothes become wet during the school day.   If a change of clothing is not available, a call 

will be made to parents to bring a change to school if one is not available.   

Head Lice Information: 

Parents need to be vigilant, checking their child’s head at home as part of their daily routine.  You can 

help minimize this nuisance by identifying additional cases early.  Please check the following web pages 

for educational information: www.cdc.gov/lice/head/factsheet.html   and/or www.headlice.org 

 

Attention 3rd Grade Parent(s): 

An up- to- date physical is required on students entering 4th grade. Please send in an updated physical 

after August 1, 2016. This is a requirement by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health. 

Please call or stop by with any questions or concerns.  Enjoy February vacation! 

Jennifer McLeod, RN 
Jennifer_Mcleod@wayland.k12.ma.us   or 508-358-8614 
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SECTION 3: 

NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALISTS: 

Art room News: 
Students in grade five are wrapping up their story sculptures and will be 

starting another 3D project. They will be looking at masks from different parts 

of the world before designing their own animal mask based on specific 

characteristics of their personality and interests. 

 

Grade four students are beginning a second unit on American Art, Pop 

art, which takes place in the 1950s. Andy Warhol, Claes Oldenburg and 

Coosje Van Bruggen are the artists the students viewed in slideshow prior 

to the start of the project. Students will be continuing their exploring of 

material use in their creation of a pop sculpture for this project.  

 

 

Grades two and three students are starting a relief sculpture project using 

clay and sculpting an animal. The focus is on the technique and adding texture 

to the clay. They will be viewing the well-known bronze relief sculpture at the 

Boston common, The Robert Gould Shaw and the Massachusetts 54th 

Regiment Memorial. The memorial is a tribute to the group of men who were 

among the first African Americans to fight in the Civil war.  

 

Grade one students just finished an expressive paper relief sculpture 

based on a Master painting of their choice. The paper relief 

sculptures were made in groups of two to four students. They are 

hanging in the hallway, the front display case and Ms. Furey’s class 

has their paper relief sculptures hanging at the town hall for the 

month of February!  

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten artists made mixed-

media collage self-portraits. They are 

currently working on a quilt square 

project inspired by artist Faith Ringgold’s quilt Tar Beach. 

*Please email me if you would like your child’s Artsonia access code 

and do not already have it! This allows you to view your student’s art on 

your computer and share it with family members if you wish.  

  



 

 

BITS & BYTES FROM THE TECHNOLOGY LAB 

 
Grade 1: 

Students have started learning ways to search online by using the first letters of words to locate 

things on the Internet.  They have used Tumblebooks and Enchanted Learning to find book titles 

and information on animals using this method. 
 

 

Grade 2: 

As part of our digital citizenship curriculum with Common Sense Education, students are finishing 

their own product and creating their version of a website to sell their product with ideas we have 

learned from the websites we visited such as Crayola and Mattel. 
 

Grade 3:  

Students are learing more about Google Drive.  They have 

learned to organize their drive by creating folders and are 

creating a project using Google Draw. 
 

Grade 4:  

Students should have completed their iMovie Library Book Trailer and are currently 

finishing their Google Draw project.  They are about to begin their 

research and collecting important facts for their green screen states 

projects using the Do Ink Green Screen App! 

 

 

 

Grade 5:  

Students have incorporated issues such as cyber bullying, 

password protection, plagiarism and private information 

into their creations using Toontastic App to create 

cartoon digital superheroes that have exemplary 

attributes and solve digital dilemmas in a responsible way. 

 
  



 

LOKER SCHOOL MUSIC: 

 
 
Kindergarten - Kindergarteners have been doing a lot of singing and identifying high and low sounds.  A 
favorite listening game was passing a beanbag around the circle to the music as it got faster and slower.    
 

1st Grade - First graders are working hard on their xylophone playing technique to accompany their 
songs.  They have also been getting creative in coming up with movements and new additions to the 
songs we are learning.   
 

2nd Grade - Second graders are doing a great job using a variety of classroom instruments, such as 
glockenspiels, to accompany their songs.  They have also been working hard on identifying rhythms.  
 

3rd Grade - Third graders have started recorders!  They are learning how to produce a good sound 
quality and have already learned their first notes and several songs.  They are so excited and motivated to 
play their recorders!  
 

4th Grade - Fourth graders are working hard on playing multiple part accompaniments on a variety of 
instruments.  They have learned about the different types of xylophones in the classroom and have put 
together several pieces as an instrumental ensemble.   
 

5th Grade - Fifth graders are currently studying notable songs of our nation, including The Star Spangled 
Banner.  We learned about the lyrics, origin, and history of the song before singing it as a class.   
  

Chorus – The Loker Chorus is gearing up for Wayland Sings, the district-wide choral concert, on March 
8th.  We are starting new materials and working very hard on singing harmonies! 
 

3rd Grade Strings – 3rd Grade Strings is preparing for String Jamboree, the district-wide strings concert, 
on February 13th.  It is going to be a wonderful performance!   

 
4/5 th Grade Orchestra: Wayland String Players are hard at work preparing for the String Jamboree, the 

annual concert featuring all string players in grades 3-12!  This performance will take place on Monday, 

February 13 at the High School Field House.  The performance will start at 7:30 (rehearsal starts 

at 7:00 sharp!).  We can't wait to share our music with you!  We hope you'll join us!- Whitney Tandon & 

Kim Davis 

Band: 
Save the Date!   
Band students will be performing at the BANDFEST concert on Thursday, February 16th at the High 
School Fieldhouse. 
 
We hope to see you all there!-  Tristie Keenen 
  



 

 

           

AUTHOR VISIT 

Thank you to our PTO for 

sponsoring our annual Author Visit!  

On February 6th Jacqueline Davies 

shared her picture and chapter 

books and shared her experiences 

as a writer.     

 Anyone can be a writer! 

 

KINDERGARTEN students are 

becoming expert book selectors!    We are learning about early chapter books, which will assist with 

recognizing sight words.  Favorite selections this month include: 

 Elephant and Piggy (Mo Willems) 

 Mr. Potter and Tabby (Cynthia Rylant) 

 And of course… Dr. Seuss! 

 

FIRST GRADE students have been continuing story elements with our feathered friend Tacky the 

Penguin!  We have also reviewed inference by reading books with no words.   

 

SECOND GRADE students have been practicing using our on-line catalog 

system Destiny Quest to find “Just the right book”  

 

THIRD GRADERS have been exploring Encyclopedias in print and on line.  We 

discovered some amazing facts!  

 

FOURTH GRADE students are wrapping up their Book 

Trailers using i-Pads.  We hope to have a premiere of 

these creations soon!  We are moving on to research our 

United States. 

 

FIFTH GRADE students have completed the “research portion” of their 

independent projects.  We will be sharing our information in the upcoming weeks.  

Such a range of topics!  

 

All students have reflected on Martin Luther King, Jr. and what it means to be a leader. 

As always, Thank You to all of our volunteers!   

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Gymnastics is a fantastic sport that helps to develop strength, 
flexibility, endurance and balance.  All classes have been introduced 
to basic concepts and skills.  We have many students that are 
advanced gymnasts, and they have been able to model a variety of 
moves.  These students have also been amazing in helping other 
students with their techniques.   
 

Some students enter the gym with the idea of gymnastics being a “girl sport” which is a major 

misconception.  For the students that have this idea in their minds, I sometimes find it challenging 

to keep them excited and engaged at the start of the unit.   

 

We discuss the idea that the skills gained through gymnastics provide an incredible base to help 

students succeed in all other sports, for boys and girls.  Students are often surprised to hear 

about professional athletes participating in gymnastics during offseason training sessions to 

improve their game.   

 

Our younger students have started practicing basic balances and rolls 

(pencil, log, egg, dog, forward) along with a variety of jumps.  The 

cartwheel has been introduced, and students have had a change to 

practice this as well.  Our older students have been focusing on more 

advanced balances along with their forward, backward, and shoulder 

rolls.  We have also practiced handstands, tripods, and a number of 

different jumps.   

 

Our older students will end the unit 

by putting together mini routines.  

The younger students will continue 

practicing their skills and will be 

working with partners to create their 

own balances along with a modified mini-routine.   

 

After February vacation, we will be moving on to volleyball!   

 

Thank you, 

 

Mr. O’Connor 

 
       
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
SECTION 4: 
 
 

From the Loker Guidance Nook: 
 
 

 

This month's classroom lessons have been focusing on empathy. 
Students in all grades are discussing what the word empathy 
means and when or where they may have seen, experienced, or 
wished to experience empathy for others or for themselves. The 
examples students have shared were expansive as we discussed 
the playground, the lunchroom, classrooms, and the community. 
A book called, "How Do I Stand in Your Shoes?" was read to the 
younger grades and a song similarly titled was introduced. The 
older students viewed 2 separate short videos encompassing 
definitions of empathy provided by middle school students and a 
clip inspiring empathy in others. Following the videos, discussion around the power each student 
has to help create a warm, welcoming, and safe school and community ensued. Our students 
have some tremendous ideas about how to make our school and our world an even better 
place!  Talking with your children at home about your own experiences with empathy can be very 
powerful for students and is always encouraged! 

 

 

 
Laurel Miller Pirelli, MS, CAGS 

School Psychologist and Counselor 
Loker Elementary School 
Wayland, MA 
508.358.8612 

 
 

tel:(508)%20358-8612

